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the axis of perspective and center ol perspective (according to Chasies, axis and center of homology) in the consideration of plane figures for which Desargues had already established the fundamental theorems. In 1811 Servois had used the expression "pole of a straight line," and in 1813 Gergonne the terms "polar of a point3? and "duality/" but in 1818 Poncelet developed some observations made by Lahire in 1685, upon the mutual correspondence of pole and polar in the case of conies, into a method of transforming figures into their reciprocal polars. Gergonne recognized in this theory of reciprocal polars a principle whose beginnings were known to Vieta, Lansberg, and Snellius, from spherical geometry. He called it the "principle of duality" (1826). In 1827 Gergonne associated dualistically with the notion of order of a plane curve that of its class. The line is of the *th order when a straight line of the plane cuts It In n points, of the nth class when from a point In the plane n tangents can be drawn to it.*
While in France Chasles alone interested himself thoroughly in its advancement, this new theory found its richest development in the third decade of the nineteenth century upon German soil, where almost at the same time the three great investigators, M6bius, Plucker, and Steiner entered the field. From this time on the synthetic and more constructive tendency followed by Steiner, von Staudt, and Mobius dlvergesf
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